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This January, St. Augustine's brought 30 
students from the University of Idaho to 
join 17,000 students from all over the 

country at the SEEK Conference in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. SEEK is put on by 

FOCUS (the Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students) every other year. The theme for this 

year was "encounter something more", and 
our students truly did. Daily Mass with over 

200 priests, inspiring talks from speakers like 
Fr. Mike Schmitz and Sr. Miriam James, and 
fellowship with passionate Catholic students 

from across the country helped them 
encounter the Lord in a transformative way.

"I attended SEEK because I felt that I had lost 
myself and my faith. I wanted to have that real 
relationship with God that I had always strived 
for but always came short of... What surprised 

me the most was how relevant all the talks 
were... One thing that I am taking back to 

campus with me is that if I want to see real 
change then I need to change my 

environment....some of my friendships and who 
I was surrounding myself with."  

--Stephanie Yonko, junior, 
University of Idaho

SEEK 2019: ENCOUNTER SOMETHING MORE

"SEEK 2019 was probably one of the most life 
changing things I have ever done.  The whole 
experience, from the amazing speakers to the 

17 thousand other young adults, made it a 
spectacular event.  Some of my favorite things 
were the incorrupt heart of St. Jean Vianney, 

adoration with 17 thousand people, daily Mass, 
and the overabundance of religious life.  SEEK 
gave me a higher respect for human life and a 
knowledge that, as men, we are here to protect 

the innocent, the church, and the hearts of 
women."     

--Joe Sanchirico, freshman, 
University of Idaho 



Erica Bullock wore her typical smile as she waited on customers at the 
Starbucks across the street from the University of Idaho. To most of her 
peers, Erica looked like the ideal college student: president of her 
sorority, in a serious dating relationship, beautiful and working as a 
Starbucks barista. But under her smile that day, Erica was restless. 
 
Erica had grown up in a loving and supportive Christian family but fell 
into the typical party lifestyle at 15. That struggle had continued into 
college. Erica reflects, “I knew my college years were coming to an 
end and partying had left me empty—feeling like I was missing 
part of my heart.” 
 
A team of missionaries for the Fellowship of Catholic University Students 
(FOCUS) came into Starbucks that day, including Mickel Goepferich, the 
alumni advisor at her sorority. Another missionary, John Pawelek, asked 
her for water, and then spilled it all over the table. Erica helped him clean 
it up. 

Erica started going to Mass, getting to know the FOCUS missionaries, and 
beginning RCIA with Fr. Chase. Fr. Chase gave her a catechism and she woke 
up every morning at 5:30 am to read it, finishing it in a month. She would 
write down all her questions and bring them to Fr. Chase. 
 
Right before Christmas, Fr. Chase asked her if she believed in the true 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist. Although she was so drawn to the 
Catholic faith, she didn’t know if she could believe that. Fr. Chase 
encouraged her to ask God for faith. He invited her “to go forward and cross 
my arms and take it as an opportunity to approach my God in the flesh.” 
 
She did just that when she went home for Christmas Break. The priest at the 
parish in her home town put his hand on her head at communion and said, 
“You are a beloved daughter of the God Most High.” She knew in that 
moment that this was the most intimate relationship with God 
possible and she couldn’t walk away. 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: Erica Bullock

"You are a 

beloved daughter of 

the God Most High."

 
The next day Mickel happened to be at Erica’s sorority house and 
mentioned that she had made quite an impression on John. Erica decided 
to look up John on social media and saw that he described himself as a 
“beloved son of the God Most High.” The Holy Spirit pierced her heart. 
Erica wanted that to be her identity. In that moment, God gave her 
the grace to begin changing the lifestyle she had been living for 
the past 7 years. 
 
 She reached out to Mickel and asked to talk. “Mickel invited me to a 
Father’s House retreat which just happened to be all about realizing our 
identities as beloved sons and daughters of God.” There, she knelt 
before the Blessed Sacrament and the priest traced the sign of 
the cross on her forehead and spoke these words over her: “You 
are a beloved daughter of God.”

 
The next few months were a whirlwind: praying a holy hour every day, 
completing RCIA, making Catholic friends, and starting a Bible Study in her 
sorority. Snow fell softly outside as she was Confirmed at Easter Vigil, 
surrounded by all the people who had been walking with her on her journey to 
the Church. 
 
Adding to her joy, Erica was also accepted as a FOCUS missionary last 
spring, becoming one of nearly 700 FOCUS missionaries on 153 
college campuses. This fall she began working with students at Valparaiso 
University in Valparaiso, Indiana—some of whom are Greek women just like 

Pictured left to right: Pi Beta Phi President Erica, her sorority sister Stephanie Yonko, and 
Pi Beta Phi Alumni Advisor and FOCUS missionary MIckel Goepferich



she was—helping them find fulfillment through their identity in Christ. Her 
abundant joy and zeal for the faith are already drawing many to Christ and 
His Church.  
 
Erica bubbles over with enthusiasm as she shares: “I have lived in a few 
different Idahoan cities, but Moscow is my home because of St. Augustine’s. 
St. Augustine’s is where I fell in love with Jesus, where I spent 
countless hours with Him in the Eucharist, and ultimately where I 
entered into a covenantal relationship with Him in His Church. 
Through it all, the St. Augustine’s staff, missionaries, community, and 
students all ran with me towards Him and He romanced my heart during my 
senior year at the University of Idaho. St. Augustine’s will always be my 
home parish and family - I thank God for them daily!”

SING TO THE LORD A NEW SONG

Senior Matthew Morrow, cantor at St. Augustine's

St. Augustine's Choir

Fr. Chase and Erica at her Confirmation at Easter Vigil, 2018

When Matthew Morrow began singing with the choir as a freshman five years ago, he had 
virtually no musical training. But he was gifted with a beautiful voice and that gift was 
nurtured by many musicians at St. Augustine’s. Today, he shares his gift as the cantor at St. 
Augustine’s Sunday Masses and at the mission church in Potlatch. The music ministry not 
only helped develop his voice but also his deep devotion to our Lord and the Liturgy. 
 
The music ministry at St. Augustine’s has made a significant impact in the lives of so many 
students like Matthew, and that impact is only growing. This fall St. Augustine’s 
welcomed a new director of music ministries, Dr. Chris Nakielski--known 
affectionately as Dr. N--who also serves as a professor of music at Washington 
State University. A practicing Catholic, Dr. N was excited to be able to use his gifts in 
a Catholic parish setting. He was also drawn by Fr. Chase’s enthusiastic commitment 
to find the resources to make this an excellent music program. 
 
Matthew has noticed growing enthusiasm and involvement since Dr. N’s arrival. This fall the 
volunteer choir started out with 10-12 members and has nearly doubled. The group 
is diverse in terms of age and ability, including high school and college students, young 
parents, and parishioners. Matthew notes, “People who don’t have much music background 
are able to make beautiful music because Dr. N knows how to teach.”  He adds, "The Gloria 
sounds so triumphant now, you can feel the emotion in the music because Dr. N helps us pay 
attention to the dynamics and meaning of the music. Having the volunteer choir includes 
more people who desire to sing for God." Enthusiasm for the music program was also 
evidenced by the anonymous donation of a new grand piano this past January. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. N’s vision for the program is to continue to grow the choir. “The better the music 
becomes, the more people we can attract to St. Augustine’s wonderful message.” 
Dr. N hopes to eventually add a special music series where the choir performs one or two 
master works a year. 
 
“I don’t think there’s a better church music program in the area,” says Matthew. 
“We’re very blessed to have the music we do.” 

“The better the music becomes, 

the more people we can attract to 

St. Augustine’s wonderful message.”

Dr. N leading rehearsal from the new grand piano



Mission Statement: 
To live, foster, and proclaim 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 

the University of Idaho. 

Dear friends of St. Augustine’s, 
 
I pray that your Lent is off to a blessed start! Lent is an amazing opportunity to set aside some of our normal 
activities to be able to more deeply hear and see the Lord in our life. 
 
Our semester is well under the way and God’s blessings continue to be showered upon this incredible ministry. 
The number of students coming here and the number we meet on campus is continuing to grow. Even better, 
they are evangelizing too, impacting their friends and significant others. Truly, these students are hearing and 
seeing the Lord in their lives and giving themselves more and more to His Will. In this issue of our newsletter, 
read about our students' recent experience at the SEEK Conference in Indianapolis, a 2018 alumnus 
who became a FOCUS missionary, and an update on the exciting developments in our music ministry. 
 
Thank you for being part of our ministry through your financial gifts and prayers. Know of our prayers and 
gratitude for you. Together, we are making a positive difference in the Catholic Church for generations to come. 

God bless you, 

St. Augustine's Catholic Center 
P.O. Box 3457 
Moscow, ID 83843

"To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek Him the greatest adventure; 
to find Him the greatest human achievement." --St. Augustine of Hippo
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Changing the world one student at a time


